
   
Thank you for your subscription to Rep. Dan Huberty's Newsletter. If you wish to unsubscribe, please use the

SafeUnsubscribe option at the bottom of this email. 

October 30, 2020

Thank you for subscribing to my weekly newsletter. Below you will find important federal, state and local
updates from the last week curated for you in one place.

This week, Governor Abbott and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) released a report showing significant
pay raises for Texas teachers for the 2019-2020 academic year as a result of House Bill 3 (HB 3).
Statewide, Texas teachers who have more than 5 years of experience received an average pay raise of over
$5,200, while teachers who have been working up to five years received an average pay raise of more than
$3,800. Rep. Huberty was honored to be included in the release statement saying, "Coming from a long
line of teachers and knowing how just one teacher changed the course of my life, it was critical that we
compensate teachers as professionals. I was proud to be a part of this historic accomplishment and look
forward to continuing funding teachers and their peers, so that they not only want to stay in the
classroom but stay in the profession," said House Committee on Public Education Chairman Dan
Huberty. Read more on this below.

Today is the LAST DAY of Early Voting in the General Election. Polls are open until 10 PM tonight and
Tuesday is ELECTION DAY! Visit www.harrisvotes.com for more information on polling locations.

Should you have any questions about the information below, please do not hesitate to contact us. Please
utilize email communication with our office during this time, via the email contact information at the
bottom of this newsletter.

Sincerely,

   

State Updates

Statement from Gov. Abbott, Lt. Gov. Patrick,
Speaker Bonnen, Chairmen Taylor & Huberty on
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Report of Teacher Pay Raises for 2020 SY

Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) released a report showing significant pay
raises for Texas teachers for the 2019-2020 academic year as a result of House Bill 3 (HB 3). Statewide,
Texas teachers who have more than 5 years of experience received an average pay raise of over $5,200,
while teachers who have been working up to five years received an average pay raise of more than $3,800.
It is worth noting that the pay increases are averages of all teacher raises in Texas; individual raises vary.
The pay raises are part of a $1.1 billion annual investment in additional compensation that started
last year for Texas teachers, counselors, librarians, and school nurses. 
 
"Thanks to the historic legislation we passed last session, Texas teachers are already seeing a significant
increase in their pay," said Governor Abbott. "When Texas students graduate, we want them to receive
more than a diploma — but also the knowledge and skills they need to excel in college or a career. Thank
you to Chairman Larry Taylor and Chairman Dan Huberty for leading the way on this critical issue, and
thank you to Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, Speaker Dennis Bonnen, and members of the Legislature
who supported this bill. Their work is delivering meaningful results for Texas students and teachers, and
helping our state recruit and retain the very best educators. The State of Texas will continue to enhance
our education system and provide a quality education for every Texas student, regardless of zip code." 
 
"As Lt. Governor, I promised teachers a pay raise and in 2019 I made it my top priority to invest $4 billion
to raise teacher pay and ensure that teaching is treated as a profession, not a job. It was a tough fight but
I delivered on my promise. Aside from a parent, nothing has more impact on the future success of a child
than a teacher. Going forward, these pay raises will also help Texas continue to recruit the best and the
brightest teachers anywhere," said Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick.
 
"On day one of 86th Legislature, I declared school finance reform to be the top priority for Texas House
members because our education system deserved serious, meaningful changes that would transform the
lives of students and teachers. House Bill 3 put those objectives into action by finally compensating Texas
educators like the professionals they are and by equipping school districts across the state with the
resources to attract and retain the best and brightest teachers in our schools. This report is proof that it’s
working," said Speaker Dennis Bonnen. 
 
"HB 3 makes crucial investments in the most important factor in driving student outcomes: our
classroom teachers. HB 3 raises the salary of all teachers- incentivizing new teachers to the profession
and retaining our veteran teachers. It is my hope that this concerted effort to increase teacher
compensation will allow more veteran educators to remain in the classroom where they can continue to
change lives and share their expertise with junior colleagues," said Senate Committee on Education
Chairman Larry Taylor.
 
"Coming from a long line of teachers and knowing how just one teacher changed the course of my life, it
was critical that we compensate teachers as professionals. I was proud to be a part of this historic
accomplishment and look forward to continuing funding teachers and their peers, so that they not only
want to stay in the classroom but stay in the profession," said House Committee on Public Education
Chairman Dan Huberty.  
 
These pay raises are a result of HB 3, which the Governor signed into law during the 86th Legislative
Session. HB 3 created an incentive pay program for teachers to be on a path to reach six-figure salaries,
added career, college, and military readiness bonuses for school districts, funded full-day prekindergarten
for students in poverty, and required all elementary school principals and teachers in kindergarten
through third grade be trained on science-based reading instruction by 2021. The bill also created a
student-focused formula structure, where the needs of a child – not the child’s zip code – determine
funding allocation. Additionally, the bill buys down property tax rates by an average of 8 cents in 2020
and implements a 2.5% property tax cap starting in 2021, which will result in a cumulative average tax
rate reduction of 12 cents this biennium. HB 3 provided an increase of $2.7 billion in annual net
funding for public education and school district budgets. 
 
A link to each Local Education Agency's (LEAs) report to the Legislature can be found on the TEA
website.

DSHS: COVID-19 Case Dashboard
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GLO: Homeowner Assistance Program Apps for the
City of Houston & Harris County Now Open

Houston homeowners with a remaining Hurricane Harvey Housing need who have
not applied to the City of Houston may apply to the GLO's Homeowner Assistance
Program for City of Houston. Applications can be submitted online, by email
a t houston.glo@recovery.texas.gov, or by mail to Homeowner Assistance Program,
2100 Space Park Drive, Suite 104, Houston, TX 77058. To download an application
and complete it manually, click here. Applicants may also call (346) 222-4686 or (866)
317-1998 (toll free) and a regional office team member will assist with the application

process.

The GLO has Regional Homeowner Assistance Program offices, which are open Monday through Saturday
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. by appointment ONLY. The locations are:

Northwest Center - 13101 Northwest Freeway, Houston, TX 77040
Southeast Center - 12541 Gulf Freeway, Houston, TX 77034
Southwest Center - 6464 Savoy Drive, Houston, TX 77036
Northeast Center - 9802 Homestead Rd, Houston, TX 77016
North-Northeast Center - 1603 Lakeville Drive, Kingwood, TX 77339 (Coming soon)

For more information on the Homeowner Assistance Program for City of Houston, please
visit recovery.texas.gov/hap/houston.

The Texas General Land Office is now accepting new applications for the Homeowner Assistance Program
in Harris County. For homeowners who have already applied for a home repair or reconstruction through
the Harris County Disaster Recovery Program, the GLO will be in contact to complete further paperwork
and other requirements.
New applicants are invited to submit applications online at  http://www.glo-hap.com or by email at
harriscounty.glo@recovery.texas.gov or by mail to Homeowner Assistance Program, 2100 Space Park
Drive, Suite 104, Houston, TX 77058.
For more information and to download applications, please visit
http://recovery.texas.gov/hap/harriscounty
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Rep. Huberty joins Gov. Abbott for #backtheblue
Pledge Event in Houston

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed his back-the-blue pledge in Houston on Wednesday as he continued calls
to stop efforts aimed at cutting police budgets. “They are disgraceful and they are reckless," Abbott said.
"It invites crime into our communities and it endangers law enforcement officers and their families.”

Abbott spoke at the Houston Police Officers' Union and was joined by U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, Texas Lt.
Gov. Dan Patrick, Texas House Speaker Dennis Bonnen and Representative Dan Huberty, among others.
The governor has been crisscrossing the state, signing his pledge which encourages lawmakers to prevent
measures that would defund police departments.

“It’s a commitment to fight any efforts at any level to defund the police,” Abbott said. Abbott said he has
already called on the state legislature to pass laws that would prevent money from being diverted from law
enforcement agencies. “We have a duty to support the men and women who risk their lives to keep us
safe,” Abbott said.

DSHS: Tips for a Safe Halloween, Día de los Muertos

With COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations rising, you don’t have to abandon Halloween and Día de los
Muertos activities, but you can make them safer this year. The Texas Department of State Health Services
is sharing tips on what you can do to minimize the risk of spreading the novel coronavirus during this
season.



The safest activities are those that put you in direct contact only with people you live with. You can carve
pumpkins or decorate your home, prepare a meal that was a favorite of your deceased loved ones, make
an ofrenda, or participate in an online costume contest or fashion show. Outdoor activities can provide
more space for physical distancing and reduce the risk of spreading the virus from one person to another.
Join in a neighborhood costume parade or scavenger hunt where people stay six feet apart. Decorate the
graves of loved ones or have a small group of family and friends for an outdoor meal at a safe distance.
Instead of door-to-door trick or treating, leave individually bagged treats at the end of the driveway or on
the front steps so children can pick them up without direct contact with other people.

Large, indoor gatherings and anything that brings you face-to-face with people you don’t live with should
be avoided. Masks are more important than ever, but a costume mask is not a substitute for a protective
cloth mask. It won’t provide the same kind of protection unless it has at least two layers of breathable
fabric that completely cover the nose and mouth. Build a protective mask into your costume, and don’t
wear separate protective and costume masks at the same time because that can make it more difficult to
breathe. As always, washing your hands frequently, covering coughs and sneezes and staying home when
you’re sick will help prevent COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses from spreading.

City of Houston & Harris County Updates

Harris County Public Health Dashboard

TxDoT Extends Period for Public Review &
Comment Period on NHHIP Final EIS

Continuing efforts to enhance the interface, transparency and responsiveness to input provided expressed
by the communities and stakeholders in proximity to the North Houston Highway Improvement Project
(NHHIP), the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is extending the time period for public
review and comment on the NHHIP Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) from November 9 until
December 9, 2020.
The Final EIS was released for public review on September 25, 2020 and the official Notice of Availability
(NOA) was published in the Federal Register on October 9, 2020. TxDOT proactively elected to accept
public comments on the document within 30 days of the publishing of the NOA in the Federal Register to
further welcome and encourage public engagement. The public’s input will continue to be considered
throughout the project and particularly as the project advances beyond the point of environmental
clearance. 

TxDOT is now granting an additional 30-day extension which, combined with the
additional two weeks of availability in advance of the NOA publishing date, provides a total
of 75 days to submit comments to TxDOT for consideration in preparation of the Record of
Decision (ROD). Comments on the Final EIS are now due to be received by TxDOT by close
of business on Wednesday, December 9, 2020.  

Comments on the Final EIS should be sent to: Texas Department of Transportation, Attention: Director of
Project Development, P.O. Box 1386, Houston, Texas 77251, or by email to: HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov.
For further information or to request a copy of the Final EIS, please contact the Director of Project
Development at (713) 802-5070.

mailto:HOU-piowebmail@txdot.gov


H.D. 127 Updates

Partnership Lake Houston Announced

Lake Houston chamber, economic development partnership...

The Lake Houston Area Chamber of Commerce and the Lake Houston Economic Development
Partnership leaders announced they will be merging as "Partnership Lake Houston" at the Party
on the Screen on Oct. 29. The merge comes after a period of working...

Read more
www.houstonchronicle.com

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/neighborhood/humble/news/article/Lake-Houston-Area-Chamber-Economic-Development-15688732.php


Humble ISD Inspiring Moments Update

As a fast growth district, Humble ISD has built a lot of buildings in recent years. As a school district that
recently celebrated its 100th anniversary, there are a number of facilities that have been around for some
time. Some buildings have been repurposed to benefit the community, while others are being brought up
to today's standards of education and functionality. Take a brief journey into the past and future of
Humble ISD facilities and how they impact our students and community.

Capitol Office Closure

The Capitol office will remain closed in line with suggested Stay Home, Work Safe guidelines. Please
utilize email communication with our office during this time, via the email contact information at the
bottom of this newsletter or district127.huberty@house.texas.gov.
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